
 

 

Competition Announcement  
Press Release 
 
On Monday, March 26, 2018, the Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 
of Science (KFAS) has launched the international design competition for 
the KFAS New Headquarters in Kuwait.  

Overview 
KFAS is inviting architects from all around the world to submit their application to enter 
this competition that is organized according to international standards.  

The invitation is aimed equally at experienced and young architects, large and small 
offices. The highest degree of creativity, innovation, inspiration, sensitivity and 
commitment is expected. 

This document provides information regarding the project and explains the competition 
procedure. 

• Headquarters and convention center, two buildings with a net utilization area of 11,000 
sqm each, and a master plan covering 60 hectares 

• A total of USD 530,000 (net) for prizes and honoraria 

• Working phase Stage 1, May 7 to July 4, 2018 and Stage 2, August 16 to November 1, 2018 

• With 40 to 60 participants in Stage 1 and approx. 10 participants in Stage 2 

• Submissions will be reviewed by an internationally renowned professional jury 

• Participants to move forward with Stage 1 will be selected through a pre-qualification 
procedure by a committee independent of the jury 

 

The procedure is organized in agreement with the  
Union Internationale des Architectes (UIA). 

 

Deadline for the submission of application is April 16, 2018, 18:00 CEST. 

 

For application and further information go to: 
www.phase1.de/kfas 

 
  



 

 

Project 
The Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences (KFAS) was founded in 1976 
under the patronage of an Amiri Decree. As one of the most ambitious institutions of its 
kind in the Arab world, KFAS is a private non-profit organization dedicated to supporting 
the progress and advancement of science and technology. 

The main objective of KFAS is to stimulate creative initiatives and build a solid scientific 
and technological base while at the same time creating an environment that encourages 
innovation. Current projects include the organization of congresses with international 
scientists, the operation of a diabetes research facility and of the KFAS Scientific Center 
and a public science museum dedicated to widen public awareness of science. KFAS also 
works with talented and gifted individuals and gives them the financial and practical 
support they need to turn their ideas into reality KFAS has joint ventures with 
international companies, supporting them in the education of staff for the region. 

Task 

The task of the competition is to design new headquarters and a convention center for 
KFAS, each building with an approximate net utilization area of 11,000 sqm, and to 
establish strong spatial connections and an open space. design through a master plan 
between the new buildings and adjacent science and technology functions that are 
currently in the area.  

KFAS expects forward-looking, innovative and cost-efficient processes with the aim of 
achieving the highest sustainability standards in its new project. The new buildings should 
offer a flexible and modern working environment for its staff. 

Through the launch of its very first international competition, KFAS envisions to evoke a 
science and technology-based design approach for its buildings and to initiate the 
development of a science district with international reputation. 

This competition and the realized buildings are expected to become a future model for 
developments in the Gulf region. An awareness of the cultural and social context of the 
Gulf and of Kuwait through previous work is highly valued.  

Competition Site 

The competition area is situated at approx. 12 km east of the center of Kuwait City 
(Figure 1), in the northeastern tip of the peninsula of the District of Salmiya. While the 
study area for the master plan is nearly 60 hectares in size, the plot of land for the new 
KFAS Headquarters measures approx. 9,000 sqm and the project site for the new KFAS 
Convention Center measures approx. 5,600 sqm. 

Important buildings inside the study area are characterized by commercial, cultural and 
public use and science and technology (SIT) organizations in particular. It is home to The 
Scientific Center of Kuwait (TSCK), Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science, 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR), Environment Public Authority (EPA) and 
Public authority for Agriculture Affairs (PAAFR). (Figure 2): 



 

 

 
Figure 1: Kuwait City and the competition area 

 
Figure 2: The competition area and important buildings 
  



 

 

Procedure 

Promoter 

Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science (KFAS) 
www.kfas.org 

Competition Management 

[phase eins]. Architects, Berlin, Germany 
www.phase1.de 

Procedure 

The competition is organized as a two stage, restricted, international, project competition 
with prior open pre-qualification procedure. The procedure will maintain the competitors’ 
anonymity. The language of the competition is English. 

The procedure is organized in agreement with the Union Internationale des Architectes (UIA). 

Following the open prequalification process selected design teams are encouraged to 
showcase their creativity and potential through their concept ideas in the first competition 
stage. Envisaged to promote science and fulfill the growing capacity of the foundation the 
competition will be finalized after the selection of the winner from the shortlisted design 
teams in the second stage where they are invited to present their final designs.  

Jury Members 

• Mr. Abdlatif Yousef Al-Hamad, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Director General  
of the Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development (Kuwait City, Kuwait) 

• Prof. Markus Allmann, Architect at Allmann Sattler Wappner Architects, Technical 
University Stuttgart (Munich, Germany) 

• Ahmed Abdullah Al-Manfouhi, Engineer, Director General of Kuwait Municipality 
(Salmiya, Kuwait) 

• Prof. Nezar AlSayyad, Architect, UC Berkeley (Berkeley, USA and Cairo/Egypt) 

• Prof. Amale Andraous, Architect at Work Architecture, Columbia University (New 
York, USA and Beirut/Lebanon) (UIA representative) 

• Prof. Hasan-Uddin Khan, Architect, Roger Williams University (Bristol, USA and 
Karachi/Pakistan) 

• Prof. Mark Mack, Architect, UCLA (Los Angeles, USA and Austria) 

Participation 

The competition invites professional teams from all over the world to apply for the 
challenge of designing the new KFAS Headquarters and Convention Center.  

40 to 60 architects or groups of architects or architect consortia shall be selected to 
participate in stage 1 of the competition. The selection committee will comprise 
representatives of the promoter as well as independent architects of different 
nationalities. 

Based on each entry’s merit in Stage 1, the jury will select in its meeting at the end of 
Stage 1 approx. 10 participants, but at least 6, for participation in Stage 2 of the 
competition. 
  



 

 

Eligibility 

The admission area in the pre-qualification stage is unrestricted in terms of countries and 
regions.  

Eligible for participation are individuals who, on the day of the announcement of the 
competition and pursuant to the legal provisions of their country of residence, are 
entitled to use the occupational title “Architect” and work independently as freelancers. 
Individuals from countries where the occupational title “Architect” is not subject to 
statutory regulations are eligible, provided that they hold a degree or submit any other 
evidence of qualification or practice permitting them to exercise as architect in their 
country of residence. 

Eligible for participation are also architect consortia formed of individuals and legal 
entities that include at least one person eligible according to the previous paragraph. 
Legal entities are only eligible in such consortia if their statutory objectives include 
planning activities relevant to the competition task.  

Legal entities and architect consortia must name a single authorized representative who 
will be responsible for the fulfilling of the competition requirements according the 
eligibility for individuals. The authorized representative as well as all authors of 
competition entries must meet the eligibility criteria applying to competitors. 
Notwithstanding the designation of a single authorized representative, each member of 
any consortia shall be jointly and severally liable for any submission from its consortium. 

Honoraria and Prizes 

The promoter will provide the net amount of USD 530,000 (net) for prizes and 
honoraria for services rendered. The total amount was determined in relation to the size 
of the project and in respect of the competition requirements. 

As compensation for the expenses incurred, a budget of USD 400,000 will be divided in 
equal parts among all 6 to 10 competitors who advance to Stage 2. Thus, each 
competitor will receive an honorarium anywhere between USD 40,000 and USD 
66,000. In addition, a total of USD 130,000 shall be awarded as prizes in Stage 2. 

Competitors of Stage 1 will additionally be reimbursed, for the accommodation expenses 
incurred for two nights by two persons attending the Stage 1 colloquium. Further, 
competitors of Stage 2 will additionally be reimbursed, for the travel and accommodation 
expenses incurred by two persons attending the Stage 2 colloquium.  

Further commission 

Acknowledging the recommendation issued by the jury, KFAS will commission one of the 
prize-winners, as a rule the first prize winner, or two prize-winners if the jury decides with 
unanimous vote to award separate first prizes for the two sub-projects (Headquarters 
and Convention Center), to further develop his or her design at least with the 
architectural services from preliminary design to construction design, provided that the 
project be implemented and that, in the promoter’s opinion, the costs of this prize 
winner’s competition entry stays within a reasonable limit, and the prize winner 
guarantees the proper execution of the requirements pertaining to further commissioning 
and in compliance with the Kuwait laws. 

The commission of the winning architect(s) may include landscape design services 
and/or engineering services and may include for these services the experts that have 
been consulting the prize-winning architect during the competition. 

Further details will be provided with the competition brief. 
  



 

 

Schedule 

Announcement March 26, 2018 

Application deadline April 16, 2018 

Selection of participants April 30, 2018 

 

Working period Stage 1  May 7 to July 4, 2018 (approx. 9 weeks) 

Participants’ Colloquium Stage 1 May 13, 2018 

Jury meeting Stage 1 July 31 and August 1, 2018 

 

Working period Stage 2 August 16, to November 1, 2018 (approx. 9 weeks) 

Participants’ Colloquium Stage 2 August/September 2018 

Jury meeting Stage 2 December 2/3, 2018 

 

Pre-Qualification 

Application Period 

The deadline for the submission of applications is 
April 16, 2018, 18:00 CEST. 

Online-Application 

The application is made exclusively via an online form on the project homepage 
www.phase1.de/KFAS.  

Required information and selection criteria 

The selection will be based on three reference projects of the candidates. Information 
about the projects will include technical data and a collage of illustrations.  

Candidates are encouraged to prove both the comparability of their projects with the 
competition project and the location in the Arab region as well as the innovative 
character and quality of their design.  

Submission 

A hard copy of the online application form must be submitted at: 

[phase eins]. 
Benjamin Hossbach Christian Lehmhaus 
Architects BDA VBI 

Cuxhavener Strasse 12-13 
10555 Berlin 
Germany 

Clarification 

Further information on submitting the application documents and the option to submit 
inquiries can be found on the above-mentioned homepage. 


